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Das christliche Gottvertrauen und der Glaube an 
Christus. Eine dogmatische Untersuchung auf biblisch- 
theologischer Grundlage und unter Berucksichtigung der 
symbolischen Litteratur. Von E. W. Mayer, a. o. Pro- 
fessor der Theologie in Strassburg. Gottingen : Vanden- 
hoeck & Ruprecht, 1899. Pp. vi-f- 162. M. 3.60. 

The title of this little work indicates clearly its contents. Begin- 
ning with an elaborate exposition of the nature of trust in God in 
general, it proceeds to consider the view of it as given first in the 
symbolic literature of the church and then in the various books of the 
New Testament. In this examination of the New Testament great 
prominence is naturally given to the Pauline parts. The other portions 
are treated with brevity, but with sufficient thoroughness to show their 
main points of agreement with the Pauline writings and of difference 
from them. This historical sketch is followed by a clear, interesting, 
and instructive discussion of the mutual relation of trust in God and 
faith in Christ : of Gottvertrauen and Christusglaube. 

The differences in the New Testament representations of the nature, 
mutual relation, and effects of the two acts do not in his judgment con- 
stitute discrepancies. Acts so complex in their elements and relations 
are seen now in one light and now in another, and the experience of 
the writer and his special aim in writing in each case determine his 
representation. Thus a harmony exists and can be shown. While 
ecclesiastical writers in the evangelical churches are in substantial 
agreement with the New Testament and each other, there are at times 
divergences amounting to contradictions. 

The author holds that trust in God has as its intellectual element 
the assurance of God's personal existence, and of his power and dis- 
position to order all things in the interest of his people, and with this 
a filial confidence. The relation of this to faith in Christ is that of 
consequent to antecedent, of effect to cause. Jesus, the Christ, brings 
to men, reveals and makes effective in men, in mind, heart, and life, 
the holy nature, will, and grace of the Father, so as to bring men to the 
Father in trust. It is the historical Christ in the totality of his being 
and experience that does this. Greatest weight, however, must be given 
to the crowning revelation, as seen in his self-sacrifice and his resur- 
rection. But the inward experience of the Holy Spirit's presence 
and work joins itself directly to the historical presentation of the 
Redeemer, and is itself, in a true sense, a continual historical mani- 
festation of the glorified Christ. Whether in any man there is a trust 
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in God not consequent on faith in Christ it was not the author's aim 

Geo. D. B. Pepper. 
Waterville, Me. 



Christian Mysticism. Considered in Eight Lectures delivered 
before the University of Oxford. By William Ralph Inge, 
M.A., Fellow and Tutor of Hertford College, Oxford ; 
formerly Fellow of King's College, Cambridge, and Assist- 
ant Master at Eton College. London: Methuen & Co., 
1899. Pp. xiv+379. $2.50, net. 

This volume contains, besides the Bampton Lectures for 1899, a 
preface in which is an interesting account of their genesis, and four 
appendices, of which one gives definitions of mysticism by various 
writers, with special comment on those by Professors A. Seth, Herrmann, 
and Harnack, and another discusses the ways in which salvation has 
been conceived of as " deification." There are numerous notes. 

The first lecture sets forth the "General Characteristics" of religious 
mysticism. It presupposes a universal religious consciousness, " the 
raw material of all religion." Mysticism is "the attempt to realize the 
presence of the living God in the soul and in nature, or, more generally, 
. ... to realize, in thought and feeling, the immanence of the temporal in 
the eternal, and of the eternal in the temporal." The material being 
formless, its expression is by symbols. As vital, it resists formalism 
and unbelief, and produces its own theory and practice. Thus devel- 
oped " it seems to rest on the following propositions or articles of 
faith : first, the soul as well as the body can see and perceive;" second, 
" since we can only know what is akin to ourselves, man, in order to 
know God, must be a partaker of the divine nature;" third, "without 
holiness no man may see the Lord;" fourth, "our guide on the upward 
path, the true hierophant of the mysteries of God, is love." Passing to 
the means by which divine union is attained, the lecturer disclaims for 
ecstasy and vision any necessary place in Christian mysticism. Types 
of speculative mysticism are then considered which are deemed " nor- 
mal and genuine." These retain the truths of distinct personality and 
moral accountability. 

The second lecture deals mainly with the mysticism of John and 
Paul and the author of Hebrews. Two lectures are then given to 
speculative mysticism, particularly as related to Platonism. One aim 
is to show that mysticism is not necessarily pantheistic, though it 



